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ldeqa, Foundation and Development:

The idea to establish national library in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was the
dream of intellectuals, academicians, as well as library scientists for couple of
years. During the ninety decade in Higerh, and by the beginning of the second
development plan on 1395 H. a committee was formed and forwarded studies
to establish national library, but the idea was not realized only on 1408 H. By
the HRH Prince Salaman Bin Abdul-Aziz, Governor of Riyadh, submitted his sug-
gestion to Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, requesting to convert King
Fahd Library project to national library for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The basic project for the Kind Fahd Public Library is considered a useful model
for charity works ., since it reflects the good links between the society and lead-
ership. The library in the beginning was a frophy building done by category of

people to express their sincerity to the King when received the leadership in
1402 H. The formed committee found that the best thing is to establish a library
to reflect the deep relation between the King and science , since he was the
first minister for education in the kingdom . This was declared in the party ar-
ranged by the people on 27/1/1403 H . The library project started on 1406 H .




by Council Ministers decision Mo (80) dated of 4/5/1410 H . issued. including the
approval on the library hierarchical system .

The new library if compared with other national libraries, yet it realized most of
its aims, as specified in the basic system: partficularly in the field of saving and
documenting the Saudi intellectual work, the realization of quantity perfor-
mance contributed to the enhancement of national culture in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

In short spell of time , the library has acquired and developed the Saudi collec-
tion . of every printed material , and non - printed material , on the Kingdom, is
technically processed, that is cataloged and classified and shelved ready for
the readers.

The second development plan 1395H. i.e. 1975, has set a committee to pre-
pare and forward a study to establish a national licrary, though it was not real-
ized only by 1408 H. i.e. 1987. By then HEH Prince Salman has requested the
Custodion of the Twe Holy Mosques , to change the project from.. King Fahd
Public Library to national Library , Camrying the Name of King Fahd National Li-

brary.
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Library

The library was a frophy from the national charity donors, to express their sincer-
ity, love and loyalty to the King on occasion of ascending the throne in 1402 H.
i.e. 1981. It will also be a tribute to the King , since he was the first minister of
education in the kingdom , who encourage the development of education ,
science, culture and enligtment, Decree No (80) dated 4/5/1410 H., approved
the establishment of a National Library and it's legal basic system.

Library Building:
It consist of four floors, including administration, technical, services and prop-
erty store, hall sections, distributed as follow:

1-Ground floor : consist of the following technical and services sec-
tions : collection development, donation ond exchaonge, pericdicals ,
Cataloging and classification administration , intemational standard
book number administration , research and reference services , printing .
typing , copying and lamination and renovation.

2-First floor : consist of following services section : computer terminals
service department , references and research rooms , general book
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collection , Kingdom Information centre, historical photos archive , Docu-
ment centre , audio media , Othmanic sources hall, and press cuttings .
There is also the office of the deputy librarian , and follow up department.

3-Second Floor: Consist of the following technical and services
section: legal deposit of books, periodicals and Saudi thesis, stamps and
manuscripts, research and publishing department, cultural affairs, micro
films and studio, two halls for cultural and scientific activities.

4-Third floor: consists of library administration, board of frustees,
chairman office, libranan secretary, main lecture hallincluds the library
halls, comridors are permanent exhibition for Saudi books, in addition to the
art ond historical photos.

The library building was built as per the excellent modern engineering ar-
chitectural specifications from inside and outside , from outside well
shaded by white glass covered all sides , on top there is golden tomb as
clear sign , the building area is (28000) m2 , Expansion of the library for
other floors going on , and it may start next year.

The library is a peace of architectural novelty from outside appearance
and wonder design inside.
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